
3.

Re-engaging with history:
The absent but implicit-

Many of the practices of narrative therapy provide peopre with options for a re_

,il1'::T::l#ffi: 
own histories' rhis is not a re-engagement with history

rerraming that suustitrle: .;ffi 
'Ji, 

l:,i:ffi:,.lffi:Tl J. T:T, ;;experiences of one's life with one that proposes that ,the grass is half fuIl,. Thisis also not a re-engagement with history that constitutes a revisioning of history- that is, a rewriting ofhistory that constructs another total accouni ofhistorythat displaces and cancels out the originar account. At times the practice ofreframing can contribute to the construction of new totarisations of thehistorical record that are substituted for arready established totarisations _ a'bad' totalisations is traded for a 'good, totarisation. And this is invariably theoutcome of the practice of the revisioning of history. In this way, the practice ofreframing and the practice of revisiJning history both run the. risk ofcontributing to the development of single_sloried experiences of life and ofidentitv.

Rather than reproducing a practice that has the effect of substitutrng oneframe for another, and rather than engaging with a practice that is revisioning of

ffi:Jfr:l;# 
rresented at rhe Nanative Therapy and Communiry Work Conference, Adelaide,
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